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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact:

Ellen Roeseler, President
Wisconsin Rapids Theatre, Inc.

P.O. Box 1174

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-1174

Phone: 715-421-0835 (home) 715-422-3453 (work)

E-mail:  roeseler@wctc.net
Wisconsin Rapids Community Theatre, Inc. Announces Capital Campaign

Wisconsin Rapids, WI, August 3, 2006… Wisconsin Rapids Community Theatre, Inc. (WRCT) today announced the public phase of its $1.2 million capital campaign to build a new 200-seat theater within Centralia Center and the Rapids Mall. The theater group is working to raise $150,000 by December 31, 2006.  


In December of 2005, WRCT announced plans to enter into lease agreements with the City of Wisconsin Rapids and Rapids Mall for construction of a 200-seat theater. Today, the group is ready to ask the public for support. Total costs for the up-front lease payments and renovation to Centralia Center and Rapids Mall property are $1.2 million.


Central to the capital campaign is a matching fund challenge from Drs. Gilbert and Jaylee Mead of Washington, DC. The Gilbert and Jaylee Mead Community Theatre Challenge will provide a dollar-for-dollar match on all pledges received prior to 12/31/06 and paid by 12/31/08, up to a total match of $600,000. Contributions are administered through Community Foundation of South Wood County. 

“The spirit and generosity of Gilbert and Jaylee Mead are amazing,” said Ellen Roeseler, president of WRCT, “the amount of attention and care they have given to this community is something we can never begin to repay. Their belief in our little community theater is an inspiration to everyone who has a dream, and a great gift to our area.“

Gilbert and Jaylee Mead are enthusiastic supporters of the arts, and serve on several arts and cultural boards in Washington, DC. Their involvement in community theater began when the two met and worked together at Goddard Space Center in the 60s. “For entertainment, we formed an employee theater group and gave performances for everyone,” said Jaylee, “it was a fun time in our lives.”  

The Meads have received recognition for their contributions to the arts since that time; in 1998, they were presented with the Washington, DC Mayor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts and the Washington Post Award for Distinguished Community Service. In 1999, they were recognized as Washingtonians of the Year. In 2002, they were presented with the Paul Hume Award for their significant contribution to the arts and cultural life in the National Capital Region, and in 2006, they were honored by the Kennedy Center for the Arts.


The Meads are honorary co-chairs of the WRCT Capital Campaign. Active co-chairs are Larry and Naomi Nash and Pat and Kathy Daly. Gary Gilbert, former executive director of ODC, is managing the campaign. “Thanks to the hard work of our co-chairs and volunteers,” said Gary, “we have raised 75% of our goal. There are some very generous people out there, and they have really come forward to support this effort.” The group needs to raise another $150,000 to be matched by the Mead challenge in order to reach the $1.2 mill goal.
WRCT plans to make the 200-seat theater and other rooms available to the community when not in use by community theater. “We haven’t started scheduling it yet,” said Mary Beth Rokus, WRCT Administrator, “and we won’t be in a position to do that until we’re 100% sure of the completion date, but if anyone is interested in future usage, they should contact me at the WRCT office.“

“We have more money to raise before we can open the doors for business, but right now, we can pay the leases,” Roeseler said, “so we’re in. For years we’ve been told it couldn’t be done. And here we are, doing it. With the help of key people in and out of the community who believed in us enough to take on this challenge, after 30 years, we’re finally home. And you know what they say, ‘there’s no place like home!’”


For more information, contact WRCT at 421-0435 or visit their office at the Rapids Mall, 555 W. Grand Avenue, Wisconsin Rapids. Office hours are 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Monday – Wednesday and Friday. 
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